
  

OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
6723 WHITEFRIARS DR. • HOUSTON, TX 77087 • PHONE 713-645-6673 • FAX 713-645-6674 

 

 

 

Wedding Liturgy 
Congratulations, and many blessings during your engagement as you prepare and plan for your 

wedding! 

A wedding ceremony is first and foremost a sacred celebration, a liturgy of the Roman Catholic 

Church. The integrity and dignity of the Catholic liturgy must be respected and maintained. The 

wedding liturgy should be very similar to the Sunday celebration of the Eucharist you attend here at 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel.   

 

An initial Music Consultation is required by all couples wanting to wed at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

(OLMC). This consultation should take place at least three (3) months prior to the wedding, and will 

be conducted by the Parish Worship Director. 

 

Professionally trained musicians outside of OLMC are allowed to provide music during some parts of 

your wedding Liturgy with the permission of the Worship Director. Outside musicians can create 

serious problems, if they are not trained and familiar with Catholic Liturgy. Different surroundings, 

unfamiliar sound systems and local liturgical procedures can often result in embarrassment to those 

present – both assembly and musicians. Because of this, a well-versed accompanist will be present 

to lead the Eucharistic acclamations during your ceremony. 

 

Guest musicians MUST be approved by the Parish Worship Director. 

What is and is not appropriate 
Music before the Ceremony  

The accompanist or other instrumentalists are instructed to begin playing approximately ten to fifteen 

minutes before the ceremony is to begin. Couples may request special music at this point or leave it 

to the discretion of the musician. One or more vocal selections may be sung at this time. Music before 

the Ceremony or Prelude Music should serve to unite the thoughts of the assembly toward the 

sacrament which is about to take place; this is not the time to remind them of the period of romance 

and courtship which the couple has already experienced. Although the ceremony has not yet begun, 

we are gathering at the altar of God, in a sacred room where we encounter the “Divine”. To use music 

of a secular nature would be entirely inappropriate and is not allowed at OLMC.  

 

Procession/Gathering  

The seating of the family will commence at the hour the ceremony is to begin. Appropriate music 

could be either vocal or instrumental. A traditional selection would be either the Bach-Gounod or 

Schubert "Ave Maria." The ideal processional music for the wedding is a hymn inviting the singing of 

the assembly. This helps the assembly to become conscious of themselves as a worshiping 

community, to enter into the celebration more fully, and it prepares them to hear God's word. Songs 



which would be appropriate can be found in the Music appendix. Hymns can be accompanied by a 

number of instruments to create a festive atmosphere.  

Some couples choose to have an instrumental procession followed by the singing of a hymn. (This is 

especially helpful if the wedding party is large.) Instrumental music alone for the procession is also an 

option.  Note: For reasons of sacred integrity, "Bridal Chorus" from Wagner's Lohengrin ("Here 

Comes the Bride") is not allowed.    

 

Responsorial Psalm  

These are the ancient songs and hymns of the Hebrew Scriptures. The Church provides that some 

scriptural texts are more appropriate for some liturgies than for others.  

 

Gospel Acclamation / Eucharistic Acclamations  

The Gospel and Eucharistic Acclamations will be selected by the Worship Department from among 

those which would most likely be familiar to the majority of the people present. Generally the current 

mass setting the Parish is using for weekend liturgies will be also be used for Eucharistic 

acclamations/Lamb of God. If a couple has a particular Mass setting they would like to have used 

they should make such request at the time of their music consultation.  

 

The Our Father (Lord's Prayer)  

The Our Father is properly the prayer of the total assembly. The singing of this prayer at weddings 

may discourage participation by those who may not know the musical setting or who may not care to 

sing. For this reason it is spoken rather than sung at weddings. Under no circumstances will the 

Lord's Prayer be sung as a solo.  

 

Communion Songs  

The purpose of the Communion Song is to express the unity within the members of the body of Christ 

that is experienced in the reception of the Eucharist. The song should be one that fosters this sense 

of unity. Here, once again, a song is needed that invites and allows for the singing of the assembly.  

 

Recessionals  

The recessional music should suggest the joy of the occasion. Any of the hymns suggested for the 

Gathering would also be appropriate here. An instrumental recessional may be selected in place of a 

hymn. Many excellent selections are given in the appendix.  Note: For reasons of sacred integrity, 

"The Wedding March" from Mendelssohn’s Midsummer Night’s Dream is not allowed.  

Personnel 
Organist/Pianist, Vocal Soloist, Trumpeter, Brass Quintet or Ensemble, Violinist, String Quartet, 

Choir, Band, etc.  

 

Organist / Pianist  

Couples wishing to be wed at OLMC are required to use the services of our organists/pianists 

(experienced and accomplished performers.)    

 

Vocalists/Cantor  

OLMC has available for weddings a number of excellent male and female Cantors (song leaders). 

Couples may request a particular soloist or may request that we select a soloist for them. The OLMC 

Music Ministry will be happy to supply any vocalists requested. Soloists from outside OLMC must be 



approved by the Worship Director.  

 

Strings / Trumpeter, etc.  

OLMC has a list of suggested professional musicians for hire. Arrangements for these musicians are 

made by the couple and not associated with the parish. Our Worship Director will be happy to speak 

with contracted musicians regarding coordination of music. The fees for professional instrumentalists 

will reflect the scale set by the Musicians' Union.  

Wedding Rehearsal 
The Director of Worship will assign a Wedding Coordinator to facilitate both the wedding rehearsal 

and ceremony. He/She will assist you in the logistics of the wedding day. The main role of the 

coordinator is to help lead the rehearsal, which involves walking though processions and the liturgy 

as a whole. On the day of the wedding, the Wedding Coordinator will assist in preparing the space 

and with other logistical issues.   

Fees 
Fees for musicians will be discussed with the Director of Worship. Musician(s) fees must be paid at 

least three (3) months prior to the wedding and preferably at the initial Music Consultation. The 

consultation does not guarantee booking of musicians for your wedding. Fees must be paid in order 

to book musicians.   

 

Accompanist Fee  $150.00  

Cantor Fee   $75.00 

Wedding Coordinator  $75.00 

Altar Servers (2)  $15.00 each 

 

If paying by check, they should be made payable directly to the individual(s) and should not, under 

any circumstances, be included in payments made to the parish.  

 

If the Worship Director is required to consult with outside musicians for any other time beyond the 

initial consultation or attend the Wedding Rehearsal for any reason, there will be a fee of $50.00.  
 

Contact 
Please contact the Director of Worship at least three (3) months before your wedding. Thank you. 

 

Dylan Ramirez 

Director of Worship 

dramirez@olmchou.org 

713-645-6673 x7411 

 

www.mtcarmelalive.org/weddings 
 

 


